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Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting Date:   Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
Time:    6:15 p.m. 
Place:   Village Hall, 571 Main St., East Aurora, NY, Basement Conference Room 

 
Ms. Mary Ann Colopy called the meeting to order at 6:15 pm and noted that there was a quorum present. 
 

➢ Present: Mary Ann Colopy, Michael Lennon, Chuck Case, Linda Ulrich-Hagner, Daniel Sheff, Maggie Lindstrom 
➢ Excused: Saxon Deck, Patrick Capruso, Michelle Schoeneman (Village Board liaison) 

 
Old Business: 
 
➢ January 8, 2020 meeting minutes.  Motion to approve the minutes by Chuck Case. Seconded by Mike Lennon.  

Motion approved (6-0). 
 

➢ January 25, 2020 working meeting minutes.  Motion to approve the minutes by Mike Lennon, with addition of a list 
of attendees as well as the beginning and ending times of meeting. Seconded by Linda Ulrich-Hagner.  Motion 
approved (6-0). 
 

➢ Lydell and Dylewski Properties 
Per CEO Bill Kramer, there has been no response from Boyce Lydell. They are not sure if he has 
received the document, as they have not received the certified return receipt from the Post Office. Boyce 
will be sent a second official notice of violation before any court action. Mr. Dylewski responded to the first 
friendly letter and said he will work on needed repairs to the garage structure. The owners have two 
weeks to respond before further action is taken. Mary Ann emailed Mr. Dylewski information regarding the 
state tax credit program for commercial properties.  
Chuck suggested letters should be sent to property owners both by regular postal mail and certified, 
return receipt. Tracking can also be put on the certified mailing. An affidavit from person mailing letter can 
also be used for the regular mailing. Mary Ann will communicate with Mr. Kramer inquiring if this process 
is followed.  
Discussion ensued regarding the HPC’s request to Mr. Kramer to share the communications between the 
CEO and property owners. Mr. Kramer said he believes it cannot be done due to possibility the case is 
sealed by court. Chuck will reach out to Mr. Kramer for further information and the legal basis for his reply 
and explain the need for the HPC to be kept informed on process and communications (i.e. contents of 
friendly letter) between the CEO and property owners; and the use of both certified and regular mail. 

 
➢ Chapel  

Chuck revised Mike’s draft letter to Margaret Wendt Foundation regarding the condition of the Chapel 
building. Copies were distributed for HPC member review of suggested changes, additions. Decision 
made to change salutation to “Dear Trustees”. The letter is good way to let the Wendt Foundation know 
the HPC is aware of the condition of the Chapel. The closing of the letter will thank the Foundation for 
their attention to the matter and ask the Foundation to keep the HPC apprised of their findings. Copies will 
be sent to Bill Kramer, Bob Pierce. It will be written on HPC letterhead with the contact information for the 
HPC and Chuck will add his email address.  
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➢ Kitty Awards 
Linda has tentatively reserved the Powerhouse for May 7th for the gathering. The room is available from 
6:00-9:00 pm, and the HPC will not be charged for use of room, a donation could be made. Discussion 
ensued regarding caterer and refreshments, and whether HPC’s funding by the Village (public funds) may 
be used for refreshments. Michelle is checking with Cathie on this matter. Options will be discussed 
further. 
Who will be honored and how to choose needs to be decided. Options discussed include new landmark 
designees such as St. Matthias, Girard Street, and Blazing Star Lodge. On-going restoration and 
preservation can include RCC, Historical Society and long-term members of the HPC who retired. The 
awards could be given within categories: emeritus, on-going restoration efforts, etc. The last award was 
two years ago. The honorees will receive an award with graphic image. A power point presentation 
highlighting the honorees and the Villages landmarks could be created for the celebration. Dan Sheff 
offered his assistance in the organization of the event.  
 

➢ NYS Preservation Conference 
March 26th-28th, in Syracuse New York. The schedule and information are on their website. A scholarship 
is available for members of Commissions, recipient must attend Thursday. Mileage reimbursement is 
allowed, carpooling is advised. Tuition may be reimbursed as well. However, prior approval from the 
Village Board is required and budget funds must be available.   

 
➢ St. Matthias Episcopal Church  

There is a meeting tomorrow, Chuck is planning to attend as a liaison. The Church would like to highlight 
local aspects and people on their designation.  
 

➢ HP Law Revision 
Chuck emailed updated version to HPC members. Review of outstanding items: item #1 – term of office. 
It was decided to make three-year terms with no limit of the number of terms, the Model Law has three 
years with a limit of two consecutive terms.  
Reduction of number of commissioners to seven. Until Law is approved, the HPC will keep current 
number of members at nine. Discussion ensued if the HPC should recruit new members to keep current 
number of nine. The approval of the new law shouldn’t be a long process. The draft will be submitted to 
SHPO for review before submission to the Village Board and Mr. Pierce, Attorney for the Village. Decision 
is to accept new member if potential candidate comes forward, but not actively recruit.  
Item #9 – Public right of way wording. There was concern new wording would cause public concern. The 
revised wording of the public right of way will give HPC discretion when approval decision of a certificate 
of appropriateness but will not mandate it.  
Item #13 – Fines and Imprisonment. Limit imprisonment to 30 days. Maggie voiced her concern on the 
inclusion imprisonment in the HPC code. Discussion ensued regarding the any imprisonment in the code, 
public reaction to it, and whether it would ever be utilized. It is intended as a last resort if property owner 
doesn’t respond or make improvements and repairs. Further research will be done into other 
municipalities’ code and the use of imprisonment. Maggie will email SHPO for advice on this portion of 
their code. Fines can be imposed and if unpaid, the Village could, in theory take the property owner to 
court. Perhaps the imprisonment would be needed for a developer that may pay the fine but does not 
make the repairs. The fine in new law is $300, if prison is removed, the fine could be cumulative. Once 
these items are decided, the new code can be sent to SHPO.  
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New Business: 

 
➢ 645 Main St. Blazing Star Lodge #694 Free and Accepted Masons landmark nomination.  

The building meets all five criteria for designation as landmark. Mary Ann contacted Rob Goller, Aurora 
Historian and Cynthia Van Ness. There is no mention of the Masonic Lodge in their records. The 
Historical Society had an on-line exhibit, Mary Ann printed some to be included. There was no biography 
of the architects. The Lodge is a Greek temple, so the style is neo-classical. No major changes have been 
made to the building. Rob Goller gave several pictures of the building through history and Advertiser 
articles regarding the groundbreaking, laying of the corner stone and opening day. Many of the men of 
East Aurora belonged to the Masons. As early as 1817 there was a Masons organization. The building 
dates to 1906-1907.  
A public hearing is needed before the next HPC meeting. It is sent to the Village Clerk and they do a 
public notice. Cathie Thomas, the Village Administrator needs to be notified of the HPC recommendation 
to designate the Blazing Star Lodge as a landmark. The results of the public meeting are sent to the 
Village Board and eventually the Erie County Clerk.  
Dan Sheff made a motion to approve the initiate the process of landmarking 645 Main St., Blazing Star 
Lodge #694 and ask Village Clerk to schedule the public hearing for Wednesday, March 11, 2020 at 6:15 
pm. Mike Lennon seconded, and passed unanimously (6-0). 
 

➢ Mike – The Roycroft is moving forward with repair on Copper Shop, stabilizing the north end of the north wing, 
refurbishing windows, replacing the fireplace and two windows that were previously in the building. Hope to begin 
the work in May, using the grant funds they were awarded.  

 
➢ Dan – Preservation Buffalo Niagara’s 2020 Preservation Awards is scheduled for Thursday, May 14, 2020 from 

6:00-8:00 pm at the Eleanor and Wilson Greatbatch Pavilion at Frank Lloyd Wright Martin House. 
. 
 

 
 

 
Linda Ulrich-Hagner made motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 pm.  Seconded by Maggie Lindstrom and passed 
unanimously (6-0). 

 
 

 

 

  


